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Senate
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was

called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, whose presence is the
source of strength for leaders, we join
with the psalmist in affirming our
trust in You. ‘‘I am continually with
You. You hold me by my right hand.
You guide me with Your counsel.’’—
Psalm 73:23–24. This both comforts and
challenges us. New assurance surges
within us when we remember that You
are always with us to give us wise guid-
ance and counsel for our leadership and
decisions. We are also alarmed by how
often during the day we think we are in
control and forget to seek Your wis-
dom.

Now, in the quiet of this moment, if
there is a chip on our shoulder, we ask
You to replace it with Your hand and
to replenish our physical resources, our
mental resiliency, and our spiritual re-
sponsiveness to You. Change our atti-
tude from ho-hum acceptance of just
another day to heightened expectation
of a truly great day filled by surprises
of Your interventions to help us suc-
ceed. Through our Lord and Saviour.
Amen.
f

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able majority leader is recognized.

Mr. LOTT. I thank the Chair.
f

APPRECIATION TO THE SENATE
CHAPLAIN

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I express
my appreciation, and I believe the ap-
preciation of the Senate, to our Chap-
lain for his wonderful prayers for the
Senators, for the Senate, and for the
country.

SCHEDULE
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, this morn-

ing the Senate will resume consider-
ation of the Coverdell education con-
ference report. Under the previous
order, after the expiration or yielding
back of debate time, the Senate will
proceed to vote on the adoption of the
conference report. That vote is ex-
pected to occur at approximately 11:30
a.m. Following that vote, the Senate
will immediately resume consideration
of the defense authorization bill.

It is my hope that the defense bill
can be concluded soon, hopefully today,
certainly tomorrow. In that vein, I
want Senators to be on notice that we
will plan on working into the night. I
have tried very hard all year, and since
I have been majority leader, to be sen-
sitive to night sessions so that Mem-
bers can be with their families, but we
must get more work done. We must get
this bill done. So Senators can expect a
vote around 8 o’clock tonight. That
may be moved a little bit one way or
the other depending on how the debate
is going, but we will have a vote on the
defense authorization bill, an amend-
ment, or on a judicial nomination to-
night. So just make your plans to be
here around 8 o’clock. If the committee
wants to continue to work after that,
they should do that also.

So Senators should be on notice that
we could very well be in session late
Thursday night, and they should be
prepared to have votes Friday after-
noon at around 2 o’clock. So if you
have flights out of here Thursday
night, cancel them unless you want to
miss some votes. If you plan on leaving
Friday morning, cancel it, unless you
want to miss some votes. We will be
voting as it now stands Friday after-
noon. It may be on DOD, if we haven’t
completed it; it may be on a conference
report. It could be on IRS reform and
restructuring. I don’t think any Sen-
ator would want to miss a vote on that
conference report. If we could get some

more cooperation around here, which
we have not been getting, we could
maybe not have to do that. But we are
going to act on this authorization bill,
we are going to move toward appro-
priations bills, we are going to do con-
ference reports, and we are going to do
nominations.

I asked the Senate to help me. The
Senate has not been doing that. And so
we will be voting tonight, Thursday
night, and Friday afternoon. In fact, I
don’t have to leave until Saturday
afternoon late so I would be delighted
to stay here. This sword can be pointed
both ways. But we have to go to work,
and we have to cooperate with each
other on behalf of the country. We are
talking about defense authorization. Is
there a more important bill we will do
this year? We are developing a hollow
military. We are not funding defense
adequately, and yet we have military
men and women steaming all over the
world, stretched to the limit. It is ri-
diculous that we are here arguing over
details when we ought to be acting on
this very important bill.

If you have amendments, what are
you waiting on? Get over here and offer
them, because I have already heard,
‘‘Well, I haven’t had my chance yet.’’
This is the sixth day, I believe, we have
been on this bill. If you have an amend-
ment, come offer it. Otherwise, I would
like to move to third reading and just
let the chips fall where they will be-
cause enough is enough. If you have an
amendment that is important, you
should be over here at 11:30 to offer it
as soon as we go back to that bill.

Rollcall votes should be expected
throughout the day. We are still work-
ing to try to get an agreement on the
Higher Education Act. There is a great
deal of irresponsibility on that act;
Senators are saying, oh, I have two,
three, six amendments. This bill ex-
pires, the authorization expires July 1,
and we are not going to have it passed
in the Senate. I think that is a real
problem also.
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